Luke 24: 25 And He said to them, “O foolish men and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have
spoken! 26 Was it not necessary for the Christ to suffer these things and to enter into His glory?” 27 Then
beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, He explained to them the things concerning Himself in all the
Scriptures.
Luke 24: 44 Now He said to them, “These are My words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, that all things
which are written about Me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45 Then
He opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46 and He said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ
would suffer and rise again from the dead the third day, 47 and that repentance for forgiveness of sins would be
proclaimed in His name to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things.
Acts 1: 15 At this time Peter stood up in the midst of the brethren (a gathering of about one hundred and
twenty persons was there together), and said, 16 “Brethren, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit
foretold by the mouth of David concerning Judas, who became a guide to those who arrested Jesus.

Luke 3: 16 “I baptize you with water; but One is coming who is mightier than I, and I am not fit to untie the thong of
His sandals; He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in His hand to thoroughly clear
His threshing floor, and to gather the wheat into His barn; but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”
Luke 24: 46 “So it is written, that the Christ would suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and
that repentance for forgiveness of sins would be proclaimed in His name to all the nations, beginning from
Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 And behold, I am sending the promise of My Father upon you;
but you are to stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.”
Acts 1: 4 Gathering them together, He commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father had
promised, “Which,” He said, “you heard of from Me; 5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with
the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”
Acts 1: 8 You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.”
Acts 2: 1 When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2 And suddenly there came from
heaven a noise like a violent rushing wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 And there
appeared to them tongues as of fire distributing themselves, and they rested on each one of them. 4 And they were
all filled with the Holy Spirit…

• Suffering
• Death
• Resurrection
• Vindication

• Suffering
• Death
• Resurrection
• Vindication
• Exaltation

• Delivered
• Suffering
• Death
• Resurrection
• Vindication
• Exaltation
• Enthronement of Christ
• Victory of God/Judgment
• Reign of Christ

•

The hostility of the Jewish leaders to the Messiah appointed for them

•

Opposition to the Apostolic mission was really opposition to Jesus Himself

•

The futility and impotence of opposition

•

The inevitability of the proclamation

•

The continuing growth of the Church

•

The rehabilitation of Peter

•

The persecution of the Church for the sake of the Gospel

•

The providence of God in protecting the Apostles and their mission

Exodus 32: 9 “I have seen these people,” the LORD said to Moses, “and they are a stiff-necked people.
.
Exodus 33: 3 Go up to the land flowing with milk and honey. But I will not go with you, because you are a stiffnecked people, and I might destroy you on the way.”
Exodus 33: 5 The LORD had said to Moses, “Tell the Israelites, ‘You are a stiff-necked people. If I were to go with you
even for a moment, I might destroy you.”
Exodus 34: 8 Moses bowed to the ground at once and worshiped. 9 “Lord,” he said, “if I have found favor in your
eyes, then let the Lord go with us. Although this is a stiff-necked people, forgive our wickedness and our sin, and
take us as your inheritance.”
Deuteronomy 9: 6 ”Understand, then, that it is not because of your righteousness that the LORD your God is giving
you this good land to possess, for you are a stiff-necked people.”
Deuteronomy 9: 13 The LORD said to me, “I have seen this people, and they are a stiff-necked people indeed! 14 Let
me alone, so that I may destroy them and blot out their name from under heaven. And I will make you into a nation
stronger and more numerous than they.”
Deuteronomy 10: 14 To the LORD your God belong the heavens, even the highest heavens, the earth and everything
in it. 15 Yet the LORD set his affection on your ancestors and loved them, and he chose you, their descendants, above
all the nations—as it is today. 16 Circumcise your hearts, therefore, and do not be stiff-necked any longer.

Luke 22: 66 When it was day, the Council of elders of the people assembled, both chief priests and scribes, and they
led Him away to their council chamber, saying, 67 “If You are the Christ, tell us.” But He said to them, “If I tell you,
you will not believe; 68 and if I ask a question, you will not answer. 69 But from now on THE SON OF MAN WILL BE SEATED
AT THE RIGHT HAND of the power OF GOD.” 70 And they all said, “Are You the Son of God, then?” And He said to
them, “Yes, I am.”
Mark 14: 61 But He kept silent and did not answer. Again, the high priest was questioning Him, and saying to Him,
“Are You the Christ, the Son of the Blessed One?” 62 And Jesus said, “I am; and you shall see THE SON OF MAN SITTING
AT THE RIGHT HAND OF POWER and COMING WITH THE CLOUDS OF HEAVEN.”
Acts 7: 54 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the quick, and they began gnashing their teeth at
him. 55 But being full of the Holy Spirit, he gazed intently into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus
standing at the right hand of God; 56 and he said, “Behold, I see the heavens opened up and the Son of Man
standing at the right hand of God.” 57 But they cried out with a loud voice and covered their ears and rushed at him
with one impulse.

Galatians 1
13 For

you have heard of my former manner of life in Judaism, how I used to persecute the church of God beyond
measure and tried to destroy it; 14 and I was advancing in Judaism beyond many of my contemporaries among
my countrymen, being more extremely zealous for my ancestral traditions. 15 But when God, who had set me
apart even from my mother’s womb and called me through His grace, was pleased 16 to reveal His Son in me so that
I might preach Him among the Gentiles, I did not immediately consult with flesh and blood, 17 nor did I go up to
Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me; but I went away to Arabia and returned once more to Damascus.
18 Then

three years later I went up to Jerusalem to become acquainted with Cephas and stayed with him fifteen
days. 19 But I did not see any other of the apostles except James, the Lord’s brother. 20 (Now in what I am writing to
you, I assure you before God that I am not lying.) 21 Then I went into the regions of Syria and Cilicia. 22 I
was still unknown by sight to the churches of Judea which were in Christ; 23 but only, they kept hearing, “He who
once persecuted us is now preaching the faith which he once tried to destroy.” 24 And they were glorifying
God because of me.

Romans 1
1 Paul,

a bond-servant of Christ Jesus, called as an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 2 which He promised
beforehand through His prophets in the holy Scriptures, 3 concerning His Son, who was born of a descendant of
David according to the flesh, 4 who was declared the Son of God with power by the resurrection from the dead,
according to the Spirit of holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5 through whom we have received grace and apostleship to
bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for His name’s sake, 6 among whom you also are the called
of Jesus Christ - 7 to all who are beloved of God in Rome, called as saints: Grace to you and peace from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Vision -> Holy Spirit -> Baptism -> Proclamation

1 Saul,

still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest, 2 .and asked
for letters from him to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the Way, both men and
women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem.
…
20 and

immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.”

“Is this not he who in Jerusalem destroyed those who called on this name, and who had come here for the
purpose of bringing them bound before the chief priests?”
21

Jesus: “talitha kumi”
Peter: “tabitha kumi”

The Gospel According to Peter
36 the

word which He sent to the sons of Israel, preaching peace through Jesus Christ - He is Lord of all - 37 you
yourselves know that which took place throughout all Judea, starting from Galilee, after the baptism John
proclaimed. 38 Jesus of Nazareth, how God anointed Him with the Holy Spirit and with power, and how He went
about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him. 39 We are witnesses of all
the things He did both in the land of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They also put Him to death by hanging Him on
a cross. 40 God raised Him up on the third day and granted that He become visible, 41 not to all the people, but
to witnesses who were chosen beforehand by God, that is, to us who ate and drank with Him after He arose from
the dead. 42 And He ordered us to preach to the people, and solemnly to testify that this is the One who has
been appointed by God as Judge of the living and the dead. 43 Of Him all the prophets bear witness that through His
name everyone who believes in Him receives forgiveness of sins.”

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Hebrews (the Apostles, the chief priests)
Hellenistic Jews (Stephen, Philip, Barnabas & Paul, Apollos, Timothy)
God-fearing Gentiles (Cornelius)
Gentile proselytes (Nicolas)
Jewish Christians
Judaizing Christians (the unnamed disciples who went to Antioch in chapter 15)
Gentile Christians (Luke, Lydia, Dionysius, Damaris)
Gentile pagans (Gallio, Sergius Paulus, Felix, Festus, Publius, Claudius Lysias)

Paul and Peter in Acts 9 & 10
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Both are proudly orthodox Jews
Both set out on a transformative journey, not only for Paul & Peter but for the history of redemption
Neither is informed about what will happen at the destination
Both are accompanied by other orthodox Jews
Both journeys terminate in Gentile territory, Paul’s on Damascus, Peter’s in Caesarea
Both have a vision, Paul’s just before he arrives in Damascus, Peter’s just before the emissaries from Cornelius
arrive
Both have a follow-up vision, Paul’s to inform him about the impending visit by Ananias, Peter’s to inform him
about the arrival of the emissaries from Cornelius
Both end their journeys believing something they never thought they would believe
Both stories end in conflict with the Jews, Peter’s is resolved, but Paul’s isn’t (and never will be)
Both stories prefigure the impending proclamation to the Roman world outside Palestine

Tacitus on the Christians
“To get rid of the report (that Nero ordered the burning of Rome), Nero fastened the guilt and inflicted the most
exquisite tortures on a class hated for their abominations, called ‘Christians’ by the populace. Christus, from whom
the name had its origin, suffered the extreme penalty during the reign of Tiberius at the hands of one of our
procurators, Pontius Pilate, and a most mischievous superstition, thus checked for the moment, again broke out not
only in Judea, the first source of the evil, but even in Rome, where all things hideous and shameful from every part
of the world find their center and become popular. Accordingly, an arrest was first made of all (Christians) who
pleaded guilty; then, upon their information, an immense multitude was convicted, not so much of the crime of
firing the city, as of hatred against mankind. Mockery of every sort was added to their deaths. Covered with the
skins of beasts, they were torn by dogs and perished, or were nailed to crosses, or were doomed to the flames and
burnt, to serve as a nightly illumination, when daylight had expired.”

Jerusalem & Judea, Acts 2: 1 When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2 And
suddenly there came from heaven a noise like a violent rushing wind, and it filled the whole house where they were
sitting. 3 And there appeared to them tongues as of fire distributing themselves, and they rested on each one of
them. 4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit… “this is what was spoken of through the prophet Joel: 17 ‘AND IT
SHALL BE IN THE LAST DAYS,’ God says, ‘THAT I WILL POUR FORTH OF MY SPIRIT ON ALL MANKIND”…
Samaria, Acts 8: 14 when the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent
them Peter and John, 15 who came down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit…. 17 Then
they began laying their hands on them, and they were receiving the Holy Spirit.
The Nations, Acts 10: 44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who were
listening to the message. 45 All the circumcised believers who came with Peter were amazed, because the gift of the
Holy Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles also.

God has granted to the Gentiles repentance unto life

Immediately, an angel of the Lord struck (Herod) because he did not give God the glory, and he was eaten by worms
and died, but the word of the Lord continued to grow and multiply.

14:13 The priest of Zeus… wanted to offer sacrifice with the crowds.
14:18: With difficulty they restrained the crowds from offering sacrifice to them.
14:19: Jews… won over the crowds… they stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city, supposing him to be
dead.
14:20: he got up and entered the city. The next day he went away with Barnabas to Derbe.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Genesis 15: The covenant with Abraham
Exodus 12: The first Passover and the flight from Egypt
Exodus 20-23 : The Mosaic covenant
II Samuel 7 : The covenant with David
II Kings 25/36: The exile of Judah
4th cent BC: The rise of Greece
2nd/1st cent BC: The rise of Rome
Luke 2: The birth of the Messiah
Luke 23: The death of the Messiah
Luke 24: The resurrection of the Messiah
Acts 2: The outpouring of the Spirit
Acts 8: The conversion of Samaria
Acts 9: The conversion of Paul
Acts 10: The conversion of Cornelius
Acts 11: The church at Antioch
Acts 13: The first formal mission to the Gentiles
Acts 15: The formalization of Gentile admission into the church

Galatians 3: 26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus… 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is
neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you belong
to Christ, then you are Abraham’s descendants, heirs according to promise.
Galatians 5: 6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything, but faith working through
love.
Romans 3: 21 But now apart from the Law the righteousness of God has been manifested, being witnessed by the
Law and the Prophets, 22 even the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all those who believe;
for there is no distinction; 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God
Romans 3: 28 For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from works of the Law. 29 Or is God the God of
Jews only? Is He not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also.
Romans 10: 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, abounding in
riches for all who call on Him; 13 for “WHOEVER WILL CALL ON THE NAME OF THE LORD WILL BE SAVED.”

Ephesians 2: 11 Formerly you, the Gentiles in the flesh… were at that time separate from Christ, excluded from the
commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the
world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ… 19 So
then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God’s household
Ephesians 3: 3 By revelation there was made known to me the mystery, as I wrote before in brief. 4 By referring to
this, when you read you can understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5 which in other generations was not
made known to the sons of men, as it has now been revealed to His holy apostles and prophets in the Spirit, 6 … that
the Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow members of the body, and fellow partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus
through the gospel.
Colossians 2: 25 I was made a minister according to the stewardship from God bestowed on me for your benefit, so
that I might fully carry out the preaching of the word of God, 26 that is, the mystery which has been hidden from
the past ages and generations, but has now been manifested to His saints, 27 to whom God willed to make known
what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.

Romans 11: 30 Just as you once were disobedient to God, but now have been shown mercy because of (Israel’s)
disobedience, 31 so they also now have been disobedient, that by the mercy shown to you they also may now be
shown mercy. 32 For God has shut up all in disobedience so that He may show mercy to all. 33 Oh, the depth of the
riches of both the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and unfathomable His
ways!

• 10:36 He is Lord of all
• 10:43 Of Him all the prophets bear witness that through his name everyone who believes in Him receives
forgiveness of sins
• 11:18 God has granted to the Gentiles repentance unto life
• 13:39 Through Him, everyone who believes is freed from all things, from which you could not be freed
through the Law of Moses
• 15:8-11: God, who knows the heart, testified to (the Gentiles) by giving them the Holy Spirit, just as He also
did to us; and He made no distinction between us and them, cleansing their hearts by faith… we believe
that we are saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, in the same way as they also are.”

• 16:10-40: Troas -> Philippi (Macedonia)
• 20:6 - 21:18: Philippi (Macedonia) -> Jerusalem
• 27:1 - 28:30: Caesarea -> Rome

Epimenides the Cretan
They fashioned a tomb for you, O holy and high one
The Cretans, always liars, evil beasts, idle bellies
But you are not dead, you live and abide forever
For in you we live and move and have our being

Paul’s Companions
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Barnabas of Cyprus/Judea
Silas (Silvanus) of Judea
Timothy of Lystra
Apollos of Alexandria
Crispus of Corinth
Aquila/Priscilla (Prisca) of Pontus/Rome/Corinth
Sopater of Berea
Aristarchus of Macedonia
Gaius of Derbe
Gaius of Macedonia
Secundus of Thessalonica
Tychicus of Asia
Trophimus of Asia
Titus
Luke of Antioch (?)

Apollos
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A Jew
An Alexandrian by birth
An eloquent man
Mighty in the Scriptures
Instructed in the Way of the Lord
Fervent in spirit
Speaking and teaching accurately the things concerning Jesus
Acquainted only with the baptism of John
Spoke out boldly in the synagogue

• He greatly helped those who believed
• He powerfully refuted the Jews in public
• He demonstrated by the Scriptures that Jesus was the Christ

The Pax Romana
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Common Greek language
International road system
Convenient seagoing commercial transportation routes
Roman colonies as leading provincial hubs
Roman law backed by Roman military presence
Good will/indifference of provincial authority
Hellenistic synagogues providing access to Greek God-fearers

• Deeply embedded social caste system

The Advance of the Word of the Lord
•

Acts 6:7: The Word of God kept on spreading, and the number of the disciples increased.

•

Acts 9:31: The church throughout Judea, Galilee and Samaria enjoyed peace and… it increased.

•

Acts 12:24: The Word of the Lord continued to grow and multiply.

•

Acts 13:49: The Word of the Lord spread through the whole region.

•

Acts 19:20: The Word of the Lord grew mightily and prevailed.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Acts 12:18: Now when day came, there was no small disturbance among the soldiers as to what could have
become of Peter.
Acts 15: It seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us to lay upon you no greater burden than these
essentials
Acts 19:11: God was performing no ordinary miracles by the hands of Paul.
Acts 19:23-24: About that time there occurred no small disturbance concerning the Way. 24 For a man
named Demetrius, a silversmith, who made silver shrines of Artemis, was bringing no little business to the
craftsmen.
Acts 21:39: I am a Jew of Tarsus in Cilicia, a citizen of no insignificant city.
Acts 24:11: No more than twelve days ago, I went up to Jerusalem to worship.
Acts 27:20: Since neither sun nor stars appeared for many days, and no small storm was assailing us, from
then on, all hope of our being saved was gradually abandoned.

The Word Counts of Acts
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Acts 7: Stephen before the Council: 1336
Acts 26: Paul before Agrippa II: 623
Acts 2: Peter at Pentecost: 553
Acts 22: Paul in Jerusalem: 499
Acts 20: Paul to the elders of Ephesus: 431
Acts 17: Paul before the Areopagus: 274
Acts 13: Paul in the synagogue at Pisidian Antioch: 242
Acts 19: Ephesian town clerk: 163

